DEACON BLUE
25TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR




| REMEMBER the exact moment.

Glasgow Green, June 3, 1990. Around 10pm

riff, framed by a single spotlight which sliced through

, 1 feet on the pitches.

. rean of bodies, leaping and rolling in a frenzy which stretches past the ‘?c;;igruu_lnd lights in the distance.
y explosion of sheer joy, unleashed across the city.

vO0OO-000, WOO0O-000 ...




The imoge of that moment on Glasgow Green with my four best childhood friends, remains as clear
to me now, 22 years later, as any of the Oscar Marzaroli photographs Deacon Blue used as cover art
on their first album and singles. The clip of guitarist Graeme Kelling opening Deacon Blue's headlining
set with Real Gone Kid ot The Big Day before a sea of bouncing souls still sends a thrill through me.

It remains as visceral now as it was to that 14 year old at his first music festival.

Glasgow was suddenly a city to be proud of. It flooded a young boy's soul with the love of the live moment, the
love of music and the love of a band which sung about real streets and real people, and the lives,
hope, dreams and fears they carried.

It was an adolescent awakening, an awareness of the changing, intoxicating, transformative power

of a live performance.
But not just any live performance. Deacon Blue's.

The band, Ricky Ross (vocals), Lorraine Mcintosh (backing vocals), Graeme Kelling (guitar), Ewen Vemal (bass),
Dougie Vipond (drums), Jim Prime (keyboards) won a reputation for being one of the best live acts

in the country. From 1985 to 1994, the original sextet had two number one albums, sold over Six
million LPs ond peppered the singles chart with their unique sound, from the whoop and holler of

Real Gone Kid and the billing ond cooing of Your Swaying Arms  to the summertime romance of I'll
Never Foll In Love Again and the unforgiving snarl of Your Town.

Five albums, soundtracking the life and times of generations of fans. .
And now with the silver anniversary of their first release comes The Hipsters, an album of celebration, of

h in the sunshine and avenues of stars, sounding so fresh it makes the 25 yeor span of this bond's
history seem somehow impossible.

Deacon Blue's debut Raintown, o bittersweet ode to Glasgow, has had its legendary status Iong cemented.
' nenfar mumm,mmm.ummmmmﬁemmm-m
nkin's Edinburgh Inspector Rebus famously listened to it when driving west and o young Glasgow
m:um with the fimes, then as now. Chasing work, keeping faith, loving to dream
I h. oll under those dark skies captured in Marzaroli's shots.

growing mﬁwbwmmochesofthekivefCIyde,tookononuw
di tlod::: This bond was on the radio in the kitchen, the telly in the living

in the cor singing about ships called Dignity and girls made of chocolate.
5 OS US.




f the singles chart In 1988 Deacon Blue th

» bey d the city of 'bu dings and i;iu;t"_ memaories Or'\d {OCES'
Sk When The World Knows Your Name subsequently dislodged Pop Queen

s from ner throne, w

th the LP entering the charts at number one
¢ Raintown was about home, When The World Knows Your Name was a heady trip away, a skybound
om the 'Campsies over Christmas' and out 'over the sea, over the land and the

ney stretching fr

-ity’ to a willing worldwide audience
A poster of Ricky Ross and Lorraine Mcintosh from that time hung in my teenoge bedroom
Him commanding the audience, all floppy fringe and emphatic pointing finger; her all floaty dress

and Doc Martens, arms to the sky, lost in the moment

It was a sight | first saw for real in 1989 at Glasgow's SECC, a concert subsequently released - and

quickly worn out - on VHS
Then again at that special night on the Green headlining a massive musical party to mark Glasgow's

status as City of Culture. It ended with fireworks and Dignity, as an audience of millions watched live

on Channel 4. My pal Allan's dad taped it. It was repeat viewing that whole summer
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The loyal following remained as the years and albums passed. The deliberate downsizing from stadiums
to concert halls suited the fiddles and accordions of Fellow Hoodlums in 1991. Still everyone stood,
everyone danced. You didn't need a seat at a Deacon Blue concert. Then again for the surprise gear-change
of Whatever You Say, Say Nothing and its live show spliced with the surreal theatre of miners, candelabras,
mirrors amid the gritty snipe of Your Town and Only Tender Love in 1993. | saw them on that tour too,
winning a competition on Radio 1 to be flown with a pal to a 'secret gig in London at the Clapham Grand.
We'd got our hands on an album sampler from Rhythmic Records in Greenock and flew south thrilled
that we knew the words to Bethlehem's Gate before anyone else did.

As the years passed, the Blue came and went.
They split at the top of the charts in 1994, performing their last gig at Glasgow's Barrowlands in May -
coincidentally, on the 18th birthday of that 14 year old boy down the front that night on Glasgow Green.
An adolescence soundtracked and bookended, or so it felt at the time. 1l
In 1999, they reformed, coming in and out of view ever since. A tour here, a one-off show there, a compllqhon
- or two along the way. Still, |, we, followed. London's Royal Albert Hall, Ricky singing off-mic, 1_999‘ The Homesick
- album launch, King Tuts, 2001. Raintown straight through, opening Glasgow's qulmg A.\ccdemy and
e Kelling's final bow on guitar, 2003. In 2004, they lost him, the man whose simple nff announced
of not only Deacon Blue's biggest gig that night in 1990, but sparked the enduring support of

e feenager among many.

'Mih- exact moment, and all it made me feel.
I¥s one reason why | keep coming back.
Tonight, 'mm feel it 100. I'm sure you will.

Paul English
September 2012.
Paul English is an entertainment writer with the Daily Record.
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Eleven new songs,
including The Hipsters

iy

order now from

UEHIEY hmyv.com (PLAY.com
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DELUXE CASEBOUND EDITIONS

All presented in deluxe hardback casebound books, each with
a new-written note by Ricky Ross, the lyrics to his songs, and photos
and ephemera from his own collection.

RAINTOWN WHEN THE WORLD FELLOW HOODLUMS
[DELUXE 3 CD + DVD EDITION] KNOWS YOUR NAME [DELUXE 2 CD + DVD EDITION]
< e NI [DELUXE 3 CD + DVD EDITION] SIS R o

des Dianity, Chocolote Girl and 37 bonus Iracks and six promo videos includes Twist And Shout., Your Swaying Arms

ar Will You [Make My Telephone Ring) Reol Gone Kid, Woges Day Closing Time and Cover From Tia She
Fergus Sings The Blues, Love And Regrel
and Queen Of The New Year

Qg
O "
\ |
ha g H‘l..
\

THE REST HOMESICK

(DELUXE 2 CD + DVD EDITION] (EXPANDED EDITION]
29 axclusive tracks tram Our Town 7 banus tracks

Wailking RBack Home and The Singles Ineludes Evarytime You Sleep and
and four promo videos A Is For Astronau!

Includes I'll Maver Fall In Love Again
Wi Right And You Were Wrang, Love Hurls
and Bigger Than Dynamite

W Ly

Edsel Records is o division ol the
Damon Music Group Lid, 33 Foley Street, London W1W 7T

n Fallow us of lacebook com/deoconblusmusic * facebook com/Edselrecords e o E6.0)









OUT OF THE
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THE RICKY ROSS INVITATIONAL
GOLF DAY & DINNER

Mar Hall Golf and Spa Resort | Friday 21 June 2013

Jjoin renowned broadcaster GOLF AND DINNER PACKAGE £600 per team of 4
Hieaklast
singer/songwriter and Deacon Blue I‘f_ AT aolf. o the Earl of Mar cours
frontman Ricky Ross for a fabulous goll On-course competition:
day and dinner at the stunning Mar Hall Orinks Recepliof
Fabulous three-cow se dinnet
Golf and Spa Resort, in support of the Evening entertainment with your host, Ricky R
Lodging House Mission
DINNER PACKAGE  £65 per head / £600 per Lable
With spectacular views of the River rinks Recepti
Clyde and the Kilpatrick Hills beyond g gl '
i 1 T th v 1 ky &

the new 18-hole Earl of Mar

championship course at Mar Hall otfers SPA AND BINNER PACKAGE

a five star golf experience close to Dt : s din NS W . 69
Glasgow. Non-golfing guests can enjoy Alternoon Tea
an exclusive Spa Day in the resort’s Orinks Recepl
luxurious Decleor Spa, before joining ‘I|” ik i oyl vouie ost, Ricky |

Ricky for a private dinner and evening’s
entertainment

for more details and 10 book your place at the event, please visit www Ihm-glasgow.org.uk

or www.fivestargoll.co.uk or call Valerie Ross on 0787 234071 !

L)
h LHM Bfighter Futures

me based chaity Tha

Mission has been dedicated 1o prowid
and suppost 1o homeless, vuln
socially exthuded people ton over 10
Welpiong up te 140 people cvory day w
10 prowmte fecoemy amongt the aty
disadvantaged citieny

) g Wimatety, we want fo buikd o brighter futo
=F8 fot by prowiding acoess to edutational
tecreational opportunities o sale sl
WAl eovironment with access o hal meal
o acgess 1o sranned stall and counsetlon

“w (e an apen do policy and nohoily
s tmod away

mmmm

35 st Campbiell Street, Glisgow 61 50T
Regutered Seottsh Chinity 50017281
Patron Bicky Cons
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