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Deacon Blue are:

Graeme Kelling guitar

Lorraine Mcintosh vocals

James Prime keyboards

Ricky Ross vocals

Ewen Vernal bass guitar

Douglas Vipond drums and percussion
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was studying at the Glasgow Academy of Music

and also supplemented his grant by moonlighting

with two other local acts, the Big Dish and the

Painted Word. "|was joing to leave Deacon Blue because | wanted to finish my degree,
but the band just seemed like a good idea. | knew it wag the right decision as
soon 8 | had made it e
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SEPT ‘88 RICKY/DOUGIE/ JINVGRAEVIE/LORRAINE/EWEN VERNAL
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Jim Prime, who had previously worked
with John Martyn, Fruits Of Passion and
Altered Images, became the band’s
keyboard player after a friend had put him
in touch with Ricky. Jim had been desperate
to join a band again after a spell of working
as a computer programmer in a bank. On
joining Deacon Blue, Jimimmediately began
co-writing with Ricky.

“WE POACHED GRAEME FROM THE PAINTED WORD."” JIM PRIME

“It was April of 1986, and I remember
a phone call from a friend asking if | was
interested in auditioning for a band, over
in darkest Pollokshields. I was playing with
two other Glasgow groups at the time but,
to be honest. I was still on the look-out for
something else.

So, I turned up at Ricky’s door,
expecting nothing. Instead, I found
everything was common ground and very
familiar. I remember looking out the window
of the back room we were in while Ricky
sang and played Raintown. It was pouring
with rain on the back gardens but at the
same time I could see out of the windows at
the front of the house, and the weather was
fine. A perfect spring afternoon. So, there
was a little bit of mystery, too.”

GRAEME KELLING
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‘I was just a session singer at first. I was really
pleased that they asked me to sing on the album,

because I was sure they would get some really

brilliant session singer or something.”
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“PROBABLY LIKE MOST OF THE OTHER BAND MEVIBERS, SINCE
LEAVING SCHOOL, | SPENT ABOUT FOUR YEARS PLAYING IN VARIOUS
UNKNOWNGLASGOW BANDS - THE LATTER TIME SPENT PLAYING
JAZZ GIGS IN SMALL CLUBS AND PUBS IN GLASGOW AND EDINBURGH.
EVENTUAL FRUSTRATION WITH A JAZZ SCENE WHICH SEEMED PRETTY

STAGNANT, AND ALS0 CONSTANTLY MEETING DOUGIE IN NUMEROUS
PUBS CONFIRMED MY JOINING THE BAND IN SEPTEMBER 1986."
EWEN VERNAL



After watching a couple of their already
well-reported live shows in Glasgow, Gill
Maxwell offered to become the band’s
manager. She remains their personal and
tour manager to this day.

"LOOKING BACK ON IT, | THINK | MUST HAVE BEEN CRAZY TO GET
INVOLVED WITH ANOTHER FLEDGLING BAND AT THAT TIME AS | HAD
QUITE ENOUGH ON MY PLATE MANAGING A TWELVE-PIECE BAND THAT

IT SEEMED EVERYBODY WAS TRYING TO SIGN. BUT HAVING SEEN THE
VERY EARLY PERFORMANCES OF DEACON BLUE | REALISED THAT
THER HIGH CALIBRE OF SONGWRITING, EXTRADRDINARY ABILITY,
AND COMMITMENT TO PLAYING LIVE WOULD BE AN UNBEATABLE
COMBINATION WHICH COULD, IN TIME, BE HUGELY SUCCESSFUL."

GILL MAXKWELL
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" mean, Deacon Blue were never the coolest band in town. We were always struggling, on the outside
it were. Even in terms of trying to get a record deal, CBS were the only recard company that wanted
toignus, no matier what people tell you. Phonogram actually said that they wouldn't Sign the band for 50p!”

Ricky Ross
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my hame lown when |'m there and then | really miss it when I'm away. | suppose the idea of Raintown IS based on Giasgow.. RICKY hOS3

Assisted by Kate Bush’s producer, Jon Kelly, Deacon Blue recorded their debut album, Raintown,
in just four and a half months. Dignity was released as a single in March 1987, but received only a handful
of national radio airings and bombed miserably. Two months later, undeterred, CBS released the album
on 8 promotional ‘money back if dissatisfied’ basis. In the first month, Raintown sold 10,000 copies. Two
more 458, Loaded and When Will You (Make My Telephone Ring) were released in June and August of 1987
respectively; again both tracks were as critically acclaimed as the album they came from, and again due
1o Iack of radio interest, neither single charted.










