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To perform at the ‘A Scottish Songbook’ show at Celtic Connections
New album The Great Lakes (COOKCD500) – out now
“(A) surprisingly good joint effort, which was recorded in California with a crack team who share Bob Dylan and Tom Waits credits …The album’s best tracks interweave celestial Caledonian folk-pop with wide-open-skies America.  A Passing Place, particularly, elevates a plan metaphorical conceit into a gorgeous country-gospel rhapsody.” – Uncut

“A triumph … The heart and strength of the album is the blend of their voices.  This time, they are equal partners, supporting each other.  Inevitably, McIntosh, given a more prominent role than before, is the greater revelation.  Banish those memories of the cheery backing singer, adding those irritatingly catchy ‘woo-oohs’ to Real Gone Kid, and behold a far more sensitive and sensual singer, channeling her inner tremulous Emmylou … She and Ross sing with such languid grace on the opening title track, it’s like trailing a hand in a millpool.” – The Scotsman ****

“An evocative, stripped-down endeavour reminiscent of great country partnerships Gram Parsons and Emmylou Harris, and The Handsome Family … The best thing the multi-selling pop stars have ever made.” – Big Issue Scotland 

“With lots of banjos and harmonies, it’s an album of simple but meaningful songs and a deft mix of their gentle lilting Celtic background with a twang of Americana.  Highlights include the lovely Bluebell Wood.” – Sunday Mail, Scotland ****

McIntosh Ross, aka Lorraine McIntosh and Ricky Ross of the multi-million selling Scottish group Deacon Blue, have announced that they will be performing at the A Scottish Songbook show, at the Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow on Saturday 16th January as part of Celtic Connections.  The show will be a cross-genre celebration of Scottish songs, ranging from folk standards to pop classics, leftfield cult anthems and Gaelic ballads.   Other guests on the bill include King Creosote, Emma Pollock, Phil Cunningham and Andy M Stewart, with more to be confirmed.    Tickets for the show cost £20 and £16 and are available from the Celtic Connections box office : 0141 353 8000.

McIntosh Ross released their debut album, The Great Lakes, to critical acclaim earlier this year.  Recorded in the Red Star Studio in Silver Lake, Los Angeles, with Mark Howard (Bob Dylan, Tom Waits, Lucinda Williams) producing, Ricky and Lorraine hand picked a band that included drummer Steven Nistor (Danger Mouse, Sparklehorse), bass player Daryl Johnson (Emmylou Harris, the Neville Brothers) and the great Doug Pettibone (Lucinda Williams's guitarist) on pedal steel and banjo. Completing the line-up was guitarist and backing vocalist David Scott (of The Pearl Fishers), an old friend of Ricky's and Lorraine's from Glasgow, who produced Ricky's last solo album, Pale Rider.  The result is an album of supreme melodic grace and spiritual purity which combines echoes of the duo's Celtic homeland with the alt.country twang of the American south – a seamless blend of Caledonia and California, if you will.  
With Deacon Blue currently on an indefinite hiatus, bar the occasional get-together for special gigs, Ricky has branched out as a songwriter, and written songs both for and with a variety of artists including James Blunt, Ronan Keating, Will Young, Nanci Griffith, EG White and Jamie Cullum among many others. Lorraine, meanwhile has launched a parallel career as an actress, appearing as a regular character in the Scottish soap River City, the current BBC drama series Hope Springs, and in several feature films.  
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